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: today is the world’s largest crater lake.

A seat of honor by Lake Toba

itting by the lakeshére and lbok- }HE EEAUW F A ?MCf Seventy-four thousand years later, as I sat
ing up into a clear blue sky, it £ Ih 1 et on the shore of Lake Toba listening to noth-
was hard to imagine that here, iﬁES 5385 %’!S PfQ?LEf £VEN ing louder than the clink of a spoon inside
amid such perfect quiet, Mother - IFTHEY CANT SiNG’ - my coffee cup, I felt embraced by the volca-

Nature had once blown a 60-mile
wide gash into the Earth.

The eruption rocketed ash and gas 30 mlles mto the strato-
sphere, and a dust layer estimated to be 6 inches thick settled on
India - even though the eruption happened here on the Indonesian
island of Sumatra.

The statistics associated with the blast, which was three thou-
sand times more powerful than that of Mount St. Helens by some
estimates, are staggenng on every level. But for the traveler the
most important is this: The eruption laid the foundatlon for what

. brought shampoo

nic walls around me. I looked out over the
water and was animated by that peaceful .
warm sense that comes when you feel that life is indeed good

But it wasn’t merely the physical landscape that put me in this
irenic mood, it wasthe people.

It was the family who ran the only Internet cafe in town (three
computers in their living room). It was the three sisters ‘who oper-
ated a modest restaurant near my hotel (they loved to watch the
Indonesian version of “Who Wants to be a Millionaire”). It was the
neighbors who gathered by the jetty each evening to bathe- (they
d smlles, and they laughed often). And:it was




